His Childhood and Youth
Mrs* Dickinson,, but we  may doubt whether the Lord
Chancellor's embargo counted for much with ParnelL   All
of his family had great self-respect, as the Irish call it, or, as
others would say, family pride or, perhaps, self-satisfaction*
" If the King came to Avondale," said one who knew them
well, " they would make no change for him, believing that
no one was better than the Parnells*"   The right of the lord
to the young girls on his land was maintained to a later date
in  Ireland than,  perhaps,  any other Western European
country, and Parnell must have heard many stories of the
raping as a right of peasant women by lustful landlords*   He
was a chivalrous man in his relation with women, especially
after he had left Cambridge, but this chivalry is not incom-
patible with a belief that a gentleman is entitled to take his
pleasure among the women of the lower class without being
excessively sensitive about it or keeping the affair long on his
conscience*   The tone of Magdalene at that time probably
encouraged him to hold this belief*   If the girl on whom the
young gentleman fixed his fancy had a child by him, a present
of a pound or two would amply compensate her, might even
be a blessing to her, for it was likely that a girl of proved
fecundity, with a handsome sum of money in her pocket,
would, despite the encumbrance of a child, prove irresistibly
attractive to some far-seeing, thrifty, unparticular country-
man*   We need not, therefore, believe that Parnell would
have married the fruit-farmer's daughter had he not been
in awe of the Lord Chancellor*   It is nearly certain that the
idea of marrying her never entered his mind*   The Parnells
would have been horrified if it had*  What would their feelings
have been, had the owner of Avondale married a peasant
girl, when they were dismayed at the marriage of the lovely
Sophia to a lawyer ?    Charles himself, while still a minor,
successfully objected to the engagement of his sister Fanny
to Mr. Catterson Smith, the artist, on the ground that he had
7*